
Official Rice Grading

Agricultural Marketing Service

Federal Grain Inspection Service



Facilitate the marketing of Grain and Rice

Maintain official U.S. standards for Grain, Rice, 
oilseeds, and pulses 

Manage the National Inspection System

   Requires FGIS inspect and weigh all grain exports

   Permissive inspections for rice and other 
        commodities

Establish methods and procedures and approve 
equipment



Market grain or rice 

Set prices or discounts

Mandate quality

Approve or dictate varieties to be grown

Arbitrate disputes



United States Grain 
Standards Act 
(USGSA)

Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 
1946 (AMA) 



Standards:

Rough Rice
Brown Rice
Milled Rice
Peas and Beans
Lentils

No Standards:

Flour
Corn Meal
Rice Bran
Soybean Meal
Vegetable Oil



Fees charged for service

Performed only upon request

Any interested party may request an 
Official Inspection

Most FGIS inspections of rice are 
required by the purchase contract









Obtained in a random 
manner

Approved Sampling Device

Properly identified

Retained in its original 
condition

Of sufficient size to permit 
the required tests and 
retention of a file sample







Rough Rice 

Brown Rice for Processing

Milled Rice
Second Heads
Screenings 
Brewers 



Long Grain Rough Rice

Medium Grain Rough Rice

Short Grain  Rough Rice 

Mixed Rough Rice 



The official processing of Rough Rice begins 
with an official or submitted sample. (>3,000 
grams) 
The sample is reduced to 1,000 grams for the 
milling process using an approved divider and 
scale.  



An additional portion of approximately 600 
grams is used to determine the Moisture using 
an approved UGMA moisture meter.   



The 1,000 gram portion is Docked, Shelled, and 
Milled



An estimate of the quantity of whole kernels 
and total milled rice (whole and broken kernels 
combined) that are produced in the milling of 
rough rice to a well-milled degree.



Rice from the mill is placed in a metal can and 
allowed to cool to room temperature
After the rice has cooled, it is weighed to 
determine Total Rice.



Then a portion of at least 40 grams is divided from 
the Total Rice 
Whole kernels are separated from brokens in that 40-
gram portion to determine percent of Whole Kernels
Multiply percent of whole kernels by percent of total 
rice 



The Total Rice for this lot was 67.9%

The percent of Whole Kernels was 57.6%

So the Milling Yield for this lot will be rounded 
to whole numbers and stated on the official 
certificate as:

           58% - 68%



Heat Damaged & Objectionable Seeds

Red Rice and Damaged Kernels

Chalky Kernels

Other Types 

Color 



Determine the number (count) of non-
objectionable seeds and objectionable seeds  

in a 500 gram portion

Non-Objectionable seeds Objectionable Seeds



Determine the quantity (count) of 
Heat Damaged kernels in the 500 gram portion



Red Rice

Whole or large broken 
kernels of rice on which 
there is an appreciable 
amount of red bran.



Water, Stain, and Peck Damage



Determine the percentage in 25 gram portion





Long Grain, Medium Grain, Short Grain

Whole kernels of Long Grain 
Rice in medium or short grain 
rice, medium grain rice in long 
or short grain, short grain rice in 
long grain or medium grain rice, 
and large broken kernels of long 
grain rice and medium or short 
grain rice and large broken 
kernels of medium or short 
grain rice in long grain rice.





Rice Inspection Services 
Certificate

Form 956
Official White Certificate

Commodity Submitted 
Sample Inspection 
Certificate

Form 994
Official Pink Certificate

  



Only issued by FGIS or Inspection 
Agencies designated by FGIS 

Issued under authority of Agricultural 
Marketing Act of 1946 and the U.S. 
Grain Standards Act

Receivable by all courts of  the United 
States as prima facie evidence



www.ams.usda.gov/grades-standards/rice-pulses

sandra.a.metheny@usda.gov


	���Official Rice Grading��USA Rice Outlook Conference�December 10, 2024�
	Purpose of FGIS�
	FGIS Does Not:�
	Governing Statutes
	Slide Number 5
	Inspection Services Under AMA
	Rice Inspection Offices and Duty Points
	Quality Assurance Specialist (QAS)
	Board of Appeals and Review (BAR)
	Representative Sampling
	Approved Sampling Devices
	Inspecting Rice
	  U.S. Standards for Rice
	Classes of Rough Rice
	Processing Rough Rice 
	Processing Rough Rice (Cont.)
	Processing Rough Rice (Cont.)
	Milling Yield
	Determining Milling Yield
	Determining Milling Yield (Cont.) 
	Milling Yield Example 
	Rough Rice Grading Factors
	Seeds 
	Heat Damaged Rice
	Red Rice and Damaged Kernels
	Red Rice and Damaged Kernels
	        Damage By Heat (Stain)
	Chalk
	Other Types
	Slide Number 30
	Certificates
	Official FGIS Inspection Certificates
	THANK YOU!

